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Shaping the future, preserving the past

On Saudi National Day, Arab News celebrates Dirivah — the priceless cultural treasure that was the birthplace of the Ringdom

Ahdulaziz, the Kingdom of Saudi

:E:T:ﬁﬁnnn__um!r .. Arabay imwlay woailkl most likedy e
=a ur efToris took us a brolen couviry puded by o dozen
When we at Arab hack centuries, o the diffrrent tribwes.

News declkded defining moments thai Researching elermeams of car MNa
Lheat D¥iryah — x il Lsy o i me cks
the Kingdom's thpﬂtmm[l;ﬁﬂl:, 1 a '-'n'-rln:'rl | I'L:I.Tiﬂmt forgodten, fo
birthplace i e when 1 was asticbent. Then, T had
— wiorild be the sacrifices ol our kings lserdd off Trivah, had learmed about
center of our special and the herees who it and memorized the key dates amd
coverage to mark the 9st foughit heside them. ghorios marwents in s flstory, bl
Saudl National Dy, Hotle had never actualby seen i,

did we know that 1t would feubay has alsn beswen niosde prossd e Theree veears apo, whien 1 visiled
be like entering a time by the unprecedented access and the progect for the flest fime, 1 was
mackhine, allowing us to suppart we ot from the “rock star spellbound, not saly by the wonder
travel between the past, the team”™ at DG Bt most impror anel bty that ks the TNESCO sie

present and the Tetare.

Char effors ook s ck cenliy-
ries, to the defining moments that
shaped puir present; we revisibed
thi el sacrifices of our Kings
and the heroes who foughi beside
thern. The jowrmey has abso taken
uk forward, 1o the dawn of 5 new
era and an exciting new nohe [or
DHriyah, soom to become 8 workd
rlms degtination.

Thirough the papes of this sooyve-
fir ismue, aid thioueh tee ierace-
tive Deep Dive an oar wehsiie,
you will discover thal Diriyah has
always Bbeen central o the story of
Saudi Arabia.

BE vk hee, i e Deinks of e

Maony poris of Salwa Palaos remaln intact, showcoasing traditlonad Najd architectural teohnlgpess. - 0

Woacli 1lanaGah, that the forelsears

af King Abdulaziz sediled in the
|5th century. 1t was here that the

Horwer of the Flest Saudi Staie
hlnssomed i the 188h cendury,
and that peace, security and unity
firsd spreas] aerross the Arabdan
Peninsula. Here, too, the Majd
masterbuilders created the impos-
ling paliaces of Al-Turall, wishch ii

0 was recoenieed as a UNESCO
World Herflage Site
Andam 1218, i{was e e

Ehee grosal abisa st of thee alege

i Dirivah beelell thse embrsanic
vadl =tale, The destrucspon ancd
perseculion that followed migght
have Bnished another paeople,
Hat oul of that calamity grew a
[resh — and wleimatedy successial

— determination (o fonee a brazhi
fuiwre of scdf-povernance,
Lasd it nod least, | need o say

tluat for the past thiree monihs 1
Fuave bees wiorkisnge with an enthu-
siastic feam af Arab News to bring
b Life this preal story, and [ owe

Elvern & huge thank vou for making
this praject a sacress.

THe Coverape We presenl 10 Vil

tancly, 1 wani to flagnk both My
Faditor im Chaef Faisal 1. Abbas anidl
Dl Ds, Ceromnps U ECk Jerry [icserd-
I, for without thedr conybimed
pession, persistence and punctual-
v, this progect wortkl iave ool
seem the light of day,

A fisal note for =th our readers
at hoamee and abroad: A Sawldi histo
rinn once Lokl me thal, throughol
hisdory, Arabia had been undted
lJIZIl'_-' fwice, The Orst was curisg
ihe ime of the Prophet Mubham-
wia] acud the sabseegquent calijah-
aiess, aned thye second dureng the
ralie of Al-Saods.

It is remarkable to think thai
had this couniry mot been wni-

flexl a mere ceniury a2 by King

i Al-Turazf, but by the bold ammibi-
tion for the endire Dirivah area.

A matdon's st is o frasle Qeinge,
tar bt cared for, protected and bl
L.

Have a jovtil Natkonal Dayl

Twitter: S-MonrMugall
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Diriyah
Past, Present
and Future

THE HEROES

All the King's men

|.ed by RKing Abdulaziz, they changed the course of history in the Arabian Peninsula with their courage and heroism

donathian Goemall | onooe

“Hero™ s a word all foao

easily bandied abont. Bt
om a silmple metal plague

al Masmak fortress in
Riyadh are recorded the

names of 63 men to whose
herodsm the Kingdom of

Saudi Armbhin owes [is
very existence.

After thelr defeat by the rival
Hashidi dynasty at the Batile of
Mulasela [n 1R, the Al-Sawd were
driven out of Kivadh and mdo 11
lomg vears of oxilie,

Thal encled on Jan. 15, 2
when Abdulaziz ha Abdul
Hahman Al-Saud ancd a small

P sborymed Rivadh's Masnsak
foriress, austme the Bashehs for

e i Uhe singehe most i paortand
fowding event in the story of the
Eimedoan of Swmicli Arabia.

Urnable re stomach oxthe any
longer, Abdulazir and his volun-
feers =08 a8 Froam Kunsant m

Lite September 1900, Abdhelaziz
decided to surprise Kiyadh's
defencers by attacking from an

s pected directhon, and at st
ledl lis men southwest, keeping

Ll Gkl cocast (o thegr lede.
sarviving on bHitle more than
baitter. dates amd the water in their
Eoatskdns, ab wight they lakd up i
flesert hallows, careful ol to be
seey by wanddering iribesmen.
Unkewn 1o thens, wablie Lo
b= cligcoveere] heneath the Seseri
sinds where they lay their heacls

each ndght, was the worlds largest OB NS K men sbout him and invited th
. W N i - 5 I’ I l ¥ | EE (R

qlfeld. Withm a peneration ol of the: men “I'“_ who wished 10 returm b Ruawait b
wiolld iransfortn the forowmses of II.l:"I:'ﬂI'I'Ip.H.I‘IH‘."I:I M“‘“ b s, withoul shame.
the state whaose very existenos Abdulaziz Al-Sand 1o As for himself. he said, be would
ey woere Telelime For. Rivandh im P2 §s bost to prefer b die al the sles ol Kivsdd,

By Movember the small Foree history. What is certain anel those of a like mind were
wils camyped o the vecimiy ol s that all carncd the welrnaree 1o jpem hiom.
the madern town of Haradh, ¥ g Al stood by him, crying out
o U noribiern edge of the rpithrl hero. *To the death!™, and only the

Empiy Guarter and some 250 km
o Kivaclh. I was there thal a
miessenger From Kuwait canghi
uwp with the party, bearing bacd
s — Chee Trkis wene aald to b
ocoening b Lhee aid of the Basheed
in Rivadi.

I Kurweaad, il was assamed thait
Ahdulaziz waould give up. Insfead,
row's Lhe lepmeml, he rathered his

messenger returned to Kuwast,
CAMTYINE 3 messaaeyr e
Abdulaziz to his father: “Tell him
we shall meet agzin, Ceodd walling,
i Rivacty”

Abdulaziz may have been coura-
s, Bl b wims ol foalhaindy.

He: tosi hiis men frther soxith
mio the Empty Quarter, where
Ebey lay up imnseen for almost
S0 clays noear the oasls of Yahedn,
hopang to lull Bivadh's garmson
Mo A False semee o securiy.
The plan worked. They
wirpe seven davs’ rele fmom
Rivach aned Abchulaziz cimed :
hi= party s norival Lo comcide
with the thiln e amd
dlark nkghts at the ernd
ol Hamadan. As the
cE s defencirs
slept bate after
the Eid Al-¥itr
celrhrarions of
Ehe iight b fore,
Abhalulazir and

As Robert Lacey wrobe, undar the guidance of Klng Abdulagis #l-Basd (inset below] tse Al-Sajuds wero mastars in thelr own beme again.' o, g

eveglonldng the city,

5

Tortress.

his enen Ebhened on the plaleas

Al sumnset the assault party

el slendly forward, climbing
the walls ol the city and taking

‘_ L poE b in & hioese
» opposite the gates of Masmak

4 The next marming, &s thie
T Fasherdi povernor, Aglan,

: and a handhd of
Fiarls e e rEed
Frivm thie foriress,
Abdbulazix and

his men rshed
Torpeard. Tleere

Are VArkedls
acaunts o

whal leapgunexd

nexi, bat most agree on the
following dmmatic narralve,

As Adlan ane his guards curned
hack for the salety of the fortress,

the povermor was Cackled 1o the
groumd by Abdulaziz kimself, As
the future King loasht with Ajlan,
Abdubaziz's life was saved by hils
conssdn, Abdullah ibn Ialawi ibn

Turki Al-Saniel, wis sbew g guaird
whin was ahaat o sitike his cousin

fram behind.

As defencders oo Lhe batt]le-
metits opened fire, 8 spear
throwmn by Fahad 1bn lalawi ibn
Tuirki Al-Saud, apctbier cowsin
af Abdulaziz, missed Ajlan
ane] became embedided in the
wiondbwiork of the gate, where the
tip of the weapon can still be seen
noHERY,

Wonmdled, Ajlan managed to slip

piisklE U Torress thimoueh Lhe
small apening within the gale, b

Abdullah plumged in after him amd
slew liim.

It wias all over, The garrison
simrrendered and later that day
thonsamds of Rivslh's citizens
gathered to pledge alkeglance to
Absdubaaz, In the words of author
Bt Lacey's [8E] ok =T T
Ringdom®, “the Al-Samds were
sl s in Ui own lome apain
— andl sy laave remained the
masters over since.”

The fate of all 635 of the men when

accompandecd Abdulazlz te Rivadh
1% lost to history, What = cerlain is

that &l earmeedd tye epitlset “hero”
O that Bteful day in January
180X Abdubar ordiered X5 men
RO PCMALN I reserve, guarcing the
camels, ancd assaulted Maamak
Tortress with the remaining Hk
Ao thetn were 10 memminers
af Abdubaraz's own family, all of
whom playedd a kev part that day
in the restoration of the Al-Saud.
Ahclulah shn falaa foeght im
meany of e subesesguend balibes
that led 1o the anfication of 1the
Mepd and the Hijaz. He wouald Liter
sEryve a8 governat of Al-Qaskm and
Al-Ahsa and lived long enowugh
io wiiness the founstatbon of the
Kingdom of Saundi Arabea o SeplL
T, 14942, He died i 1935,

Saud the Great and Mohammed the future

n the folds of the rich bistory of the
Kingidom of Saudi Aralsa, theme lsave
been a number of necessary pivotal
iramsformalivns. Nooe ol tsem wold
have hagpened without the wisdom an<d
soumnd juderment of the ralers of this
Erest country simce Prince Manaa® Al-Murside,
the thirteenth grandfather of King Salman,
et Foat in [armvah nearly G000 years ago amd
eslablished lis emmirate there

The first Sandi stade was founsded by Toam
Mohamomed ibn Saud, king Salman's fifth
Framlfather, 10 IVE7, [ollvwed By the siccess
o Imam Turki ibn Abdullah, King Salman’s
Lhiird granclfather, in resivine e dresuns siale
progect throwgh the establishment of the
gecand Sauxls state i 15246

Daespilde Ehee clifficialtbes and challenges,
the great hope lived on. Bing Ahdulaziz led
i attempl 0 realize e dream of his
Eiseslors wleen he enfered lKivacdh in 85402,
marking the start of the great unity progect for
the: Kingelom of Sawmi Arabia that bare frai in
332,

Earh slagr hadd s tmam who dealt with its
reduirements with skEill and anticipated the
consinction of an excepticnal future, The
s of tat noyal Saaici Bamidy Keepd om miviing
thae bamed of theelr fathsers and grandfatheers the
knight necesary for each stage.

Thwe imnarns — Molsmmed ibn Ssud, Turkl
b Abslullak, Fai=ad il Turks and King

OR. BADRAN ALHONATHEN

Abddulaziz — were visiopares who planned
with lnsiehe and a o or seceess despite (e
diffsculties and mualtipls challenges,

The lancd of Arabas has Blessed us with a
great fhgure whose influcnee has extended
from [hryah 1o the rest of the replon sinoe

EEve mnbd-1Sch Contury — ab infuence that we
slAlE cliscern bo this day — 16 Imam Saod i
Abinlaziz Al-Rabeer, the third imam of the
first Sauslh state.

Imam Saud showed grest lesdership quall
ties al an earfy age. He was the commander
of Saudi forces in the era of kis father, who
achieved many resounding viciories over
L etembes of U state. His imamale was
rechoned as the golden period of the first
sancli state al the hesehit of the preatess of the
Rl

For this, s was righily called “Al-Rabesr™ or
“the Gireat,” given the greatness and expan-
sioas ol e Biiedomm's rech vmsler his reipn.
The state’s influence extencled (o 85 pereent of
the Arabdan Pencnsala, from the Amabian Guldf
o the Red Sea, whene abl the ciilzens eojoyed
secunty, stahality and well-being. Moreosver,
Ehe sfabe’s resouites erew saibstantially oiwder
that great unity and ccomonyic diversity while
the leadecship made the most of 2l its riches

for the first ttme in the history of the Arabian
Feninsula,
It is no mysiery that for moee than 140

s, he peopde ol 1the Aralsiain Penbisala

L Hia i ASilei o
Thel Fesenh & HEIDsG
Anaiwy Armcaiphs D it
it O D 0
T e Tl S

Tt e badbaarindbeiini

have missed the unify and the peace that the
reEbon s wilisssed curing the Saudi era.
Imam Sankl was a mam of vision, expéoring the
depths of a reality that has ol vetl been discoy -

cred in the Arsbian Peninsala over the pasi
centuries. He took it wpan himself (o secare

the means of Hajl amed Ulneah, whilch certainly
contribuated 1o the increase m the mumbsers ol

pilgrims to Makkah and Madinah after they
were anneses] froan the Olloman £mpire,

and went abesd with the impdementation of
b= vistan andd dream, despale tendentions

aftempis bo dissuade him rodm bls endeavos by
thie Oiloman anel Persian stales

He weais Clse firsd im Sandi lislory o ooser U
Kanha with a Kiswa macle of textibe brought
fram the penmsala, and specifically fron

Al-Ahsa, part of his efforts to invest in the
oniistanading textibe industry in eastern Arahia,

T Sand valiantly confranied all the
exlernal campalEies aminst les greal stabe. He
ficroely defended his coantry anid repefled
threats, frustrating the perpetrators who grew
angEry with every prest sucoess e achbeved for
his Ringroan thanks 10 his stratege planning,
sV il Foresdedil.

He ws called “Aabu Shavsareh”™ which
eneans The man with a moistache. According

i Johonn Ludwig Burckharde, he was glven
Ehis mackname hecause e had a bearsd and

moustache longer than what el been normal
P The =l royvall Tamily in e past.

Imam Saul’s vision expanded to inclode
all aspsets of 1e, mosd modably the cultural
zpects, as evidlenced by the towering clay
perlaces bizilt in Diriyah, as well a8 the great
architectural development witnessod during
heis reipn Amother prood of the preatness
off that pared 1= the aestfietbos of Sawdi
anuscripls written during his reden thrcaizsh
decorations and engravings, showcasing his
interest in Arabic Gilligraphy amd s develap-
mrent and disscmimatien. He pald attenton
to the finest details amd followed up on the

stundemiis Jearndng this art and encouraged
them by providimg finamcial rewards io the

mosl promisinge voune CulliEraphets.

This roval famdly comtipnees to fulfAl iis
progdses by grvings (o the nabion os koight af
this stage, and God has granted us the man of
He present i thse beight Dure, the owner
o YVizion MUk Crosvn Prinee Mohammed b
Salmean, the brillEnt architect of the siratess=ic
pdan that will invest the state’s resources fo
ponsilidate dx strenpths throuph a pioneenng

visabom, & care bl I.lILI.'ll.'i":Jiﬁl'll.ﬂI'I[;.'lﬂ readiny and
the passion and ambition i genemtes i every
saundi man ancd wioimain.

Today, with the anniversary of Sand
Mlabtiomnal Dy, our thowgerhits sasl back theoapeh
the: paths of oar rich Saudi history, to recall
the slmilarities between yesterdsy and today
through s events and personalities, revealing

Hhat todlay perfectly mirmoers vestenday.



DIRIYAH GATE

A oift

[rom

the past

The historic city of At-Turaif
is the very foundation stone of
modern Saudi Arabia, and the
inspiration for the next chapter

in the hingdom's story

Jenathom Gomall Loodon

The Imposing 18th-
century mudbrick city,
an archaecological
treasure trove of royal
palaces, mosgues, omes
and defensive towers,

st anels just 10 lkm west of
the Kingdom Tower In

sandi Arabias modern
caplital, Rivadh.

Here, on the sile of the cxpatal of
the First Sandl State in whan today
i revered 2= the hirthplace ol the
Kingdom, profecied siee 2000 a5
A LINESCD World Hentage Site,
Lhe lersd chapilers in the sfory ol
saucli Arabin were written.

Treday, ax one of the most
ambithous of Saudl Arabds’s Viston
G0 grpa-progects bepins to take
shape aroamd it, ihe carefully
resfored nutional reasure that
B AL Tural &= msppring Ehetr Mkt
chaplers in a story that goes back
nuesireds of years

Launched m 317, Darivah Gate
prapect will create 4 plodial caliurzl
and herifage destination cxpected
to attract over 257 million visitors
a vear, When compdete, £ will be
oo (o mesenms, silleries ancd
meachmbes affering insiphite Hto
santicli Buistory, art anal culfiire,
hieautifisl public spaces, parks and
walks amd numerous restadmnts,
hotels, slops and homes

Himdimg them all togetheT, Ina
Lt o bt U sustainability
oof the original Majdi architecture
Lhatl created Al-Towrail amd Saucdi

Arabia’s determination to develop
ets economy beyond reliance wpon

Fosssd] Tuels will b the humble
Eniid] barick.

The e wander of AC-Turaif,
concluded the omimation
doacumeetyt thist secared the lisdng
ol Ad-Turaif by 1N ESOO g 2000,
wias that such a clry budb from
mud, purposely destmwed and
then honeE abancdoaesd], wiis “sll
sianding,” with its “imposing
Eacales aml tovers challenging
CLamee.”

The blelings' survival wwas
“ceriainky favored by the extreme
Ay of cenidral Aralda, bait is
also due 1o extraordinary gualics
of the basldings, to the quality of

the buklding material and o the
sktll and know-how of the Majdi
Easter bdlders who crested iL”
The mud-brick hafldings of
A1-Turaif *have bewn there for
Enore than 250 years and hinve
EUryIved erosk, berutal Dnvasbon
bry the Ot oamam emspare amid many

oilther problems,” said Dr Badiran

Al-Homziben, direclor ol reeseairch
for the Dirtvah Gade Developemond
Authoraly anel the sife's cultane
andd leritage manages

Thas, he addexd, was an ohjeci
Fesson bn sustainabibity rediant
cifi mialerials taken from the kweal
environment, and ame that is

hedng learn by the craftsmen
bt trened "L wark with mudd

e ks snl Foousinge o sustaln-
afidity, whether B using the
shomes and sail from the vadi o
by using the local plants anad trees
ikt were used to create sach tall
huidifings as Salwa palace®

The Bulkilmes and layowt ol
Hrvah will echo the ook and the
sl Larsce Of Al-Tursl, recostaized
as the oistanding sarviving
example of a unague Kaxh
architectural style that evelved
over the centurses mn central
Arahia, in response to the harsh
combitions el thse Tew maturally

avEllable materials: Sun-flred
aclohe bracks, limestone quarned

from e Bankes of thee wadl, and
timheer harvested from the hardy
lafarisk L,

Tharing the restoration of
Al-Turil, which beran in LR,
mearty of the old shills had te he
remastered and craftsmen traamed
afresh, Mow, i the comstractiom
ol Darivah Gate, those skills are
onee agnin coming into their cwn
— milliins of mud bricks, a blend
af wadl mad, straw and water.
are being manufactured in the
irads thomal way Lo supply the key
hilding material for the new aity
1Eral is Eroawine s ol Chee ol

That city, destgned (0 part 2
lisine enusewm, will 1ell thee sbory
af the Kingdom and of the first

selllement alone Use banks of thee
Wadi Hanifah, where visitors will
s e able o strod] or ride on

horseback through the verdand
park that will follow the course
ol the walerway

18 was that lifegiving
wiaterway and the ferile

andl It generated that gave
birth lo Dartvah, an nasss
settlemend Fonnded along

ils links in the Lath
CETANIrY,

I wias in 1446 thal
the first steps werne
taken on the oo road

tovwrard thee Tousda:

thon of the Kingdom of
madi Arakbda, exactly
8 vears later. They
were ke, sl
Al-Homaiben, by Manaa’
Al-Muraide, leader al
the Marada clan of the
Al-Dhsru trihe af Bang

ARAR NEWS Thursslay, Septembeer 215, 3210

Histovrians date the
Fonmddation ol the First

Saudi State to 1727, when
Sond's son Mohmmmeed

expelled the last of thee
Al-Wathan (o
MesopoLamia,

Hanifak, “the father of L Sl
Hevrad Family,”

The ¢lan had originated in
remtral Arabia, el peoerations

carlier had travedled east skl
peiahlizhed a settlemeet at Qaief

il Ll shore ol the Gulf. They
pamed it Darival, after thedr tribal
name, Al-Duoru — and they cammied
the name back with them when
thesy refurmedd to the Arabian

Breartland [n the 15th centuim.
They came at the mvitation of

Manaa’s cousin, b Der, the

retler of Elagr, a town on Lhee site

K img Balmarm
plcturnd laying
tha Ffoundaticr

wtone to mark
the l=unch of

thie Dililyah Gats
veveloprment
project.

ol medern-cday Rivadl. T Dera’
was keen b s wnused fertile

laned b owmved popudated and pas
io good use by a fnemily people,
ancl supgvaied Manaa® and his clsmn
sl retorm from the ooass 1o
selLle alome U bainkes of Uiee wondi.

They did, and in 46 Manaa®
ancl his clan meirrated 400 Em
froen o Diriyah to the cemter of
ihe peninsila, where they estab-
disdeed thve tew Trvale

The clan set abaul transforminge

thetr land inta a secare, comiort
able, and prococtive oasis,
nawrshed |:-]-"|I'Il' water of the
Wacli Hanifah and the ferile soils

Ak 10y Banks 10 was perfectly
posittoned at ihe crossroads of

trastlany rmowles connectinge e Iied
Sea cites of Makkah and Madinah
i the west o Mesopolamia in the

north amd the Arablan Gulf in the
eask,

At the time, none could have
foresern Uhe preat destiny that Ly
it store: for the sectlemment = and,
mbeed, 500 years would pass
Doy Lhe path woukl become
l.'.||'F||'.

MeveriBeess, said AL enaihe
“thise events were among the
measl prominent Lo lake place m

the Arabdan Peninsula. Manaas
arrival laid the banlding blocks for
the establishment of the greatesi
- slade in tlse history al
the Arabilan Pendnsuls
after the Prophetic
State and the Bashidun
Caliphate™
Over the years,

divistons among the Marada
acrasTed, witls the AN sgrin
ared Al-Wathan the bwo meadn rival
proups, bt m about IF20, Sasd

o Motiamemed ol Al-Muogren
assuaed the leadership amd, with
Lhis mommentoas transfer of power,
the: Howse of Saud was foumded

Historians date the fowmdaticon af
the: First Sandi State 10 1727, whien
Satpl s sl Molexmsiseed e el bed
the La=i of the Al-Wathan (o
Slesoguslantia. lmam Mahanmd
ik Saed, sadd Al-Honadhen, was
the fifth grandlather of King
Salmeany, the Custodian of the Two
Holy Mosques, the sixth grandfs-
Lher of Crown Prance Mohamnmed
b Salman amd "one of the meaos
impartanl figures® in the story of
Sanidl Arxbes

Alter v becadne cmlr fn 1727,
Mohammes] “focused hix eFocts
okl slabdlizing the repiosn sl
SCCUrNE roudes for commmience
aiel pilprimape. Under his mibe,
the emirate of Dirlyah becanse
one of the stromgest independeni

emlretes i Nakl aikl was [nee af
the domimance of regeanal powers”

Irmam Modzenased guesed o
i 7S, “after saccessfully paving
the way for the wndfcation of all
reginns of the Arabian Penan-

il rnder e First Saudi Stace,
As the person who foamdled the
Sacidi sfate sl sirenethesed ils

infuence, he remains to this day &
major symbol of Saudi anity”

That anity was bullt upoen by his
sicressar, imam Abhdulaziz, and

I was during his reiEn, inalsouat



Diriyah

Likie
father,
likeson

b salman andd
Crowm Primes
Moharmmeed bin
Salman dunng
LI apregnng

CERETIONY Of I -
Lirnyah, Mo 24,
M9

darcer M-Linniun

aE, that the noyal distrcet af
MeTurall was founcded amd work
beran on Salvwn Palace, one of the
ol spreciacular of e budldings
that can be seen at the UNESCO
cile sy

I 1800 Ahddulaziz was
sucteiled by his son, Saud ibn
Abhdulaziz o Mohammed b
saud. He was known as Sand the
et “due o the greatness thae
Bl =tare lhad achieved uncder his
redipm, sirerching from the edees
ol Lhe Euphiraies anel Ll Levant
e inrh 1o Sanao0 il Muscal
im the soarth, and from the coast of
Chsr A Gull in thse esst 10
Hed 503 in the west,

“Drairiny I Ssuxd’s rube,
thi simbe was rich, [aroeiel, AR
prverful” extending 1o Makkah
Al Madaeh and Geverling an anea
larrer than odays Kinedom ol
sandi Araluia,

Bt the Otomans cowld ignan
1T allenge to thear authariby n
MOre.

[ 1S8LL, Torces wncker the
civmmandd of Thrahim Pasha, the
wor Oof Mohamamed All Pasha,

Ehi CESOTIA goveTnor of Bl
anded al Yaobie It wias the start
of o bdoody sbcyear campadgn thsi
wienald emil with the destrection of
Diriyah and the abandonment of
A1-Turaill

After a sories of ane-sided bal
vadiantly fourhl baltles, the Saudis
wio e Sy bt surely drived
hack untl, by Mamch 1518, theny
Frad ebvedy lsicks to the wills al
Itiriyah

& sample canmasnball, uneartbed
PECE VLY U E Mesarakion) Wik
at At-Tamil, tells the gory of what
happeened next

IL was workmen wio [oumd it
discovered during routine preses
villion work an ooe of the historic
bnudlcling= at At-Tuarail

“We were doing some repairs
Lk o Tounsdatbon,” sabd Adsin
Wilkinsaon, chief of hertiage and
cultire al Dirivah Gale Develop-
ment At hority

*Mod foundations et womm
away quite quickly, and the
practise |s o replace teem with a
Hit of stone. You dip down 1o the
Bk aid pal vouir sioene thaere

A1 Ar-Turalf the bedrock is
Atermlly cnly a few cenimeters
P b e ol and, wson
dirpzing down to thal, one of the
Otk i came
arroes 1his of |j| 5 |
amil immediatedy
called for our
In-house archac-
sl D Come
atd have

-
o

1443

Mmnon Al -Mumlds, madsr of the
Mo cipin of the A)-Curu’ tribsa of
Hani Hanltah, kacks his peaopss inkeno
froen & bowven nedy Catl on the Gull
ooerst bo setts on the banks of the
Wad Hanifah, They name thesr reswy
satttermant after the homae theey
ey BTt bemthirsd — Cérigrh

1765

e Mobamymaed des ond &
BICCReCEC By ks son, mam
AbschilaHE e MolEmirsecl
b Saud

=8

Dirhvsth s evitocisad ared
destroyed after a sk-manth
segre by an Cttoman anmy led
v rahim Pasha At-Tumall is
Abamclorssd sl Dirgmah s nu b,
rmewm Abduilah br S, ks
trikam to ketmn bl and execrtod

18m

Thi Second Saucdi State is toppled
ch e to Oftamman agipmersaesn art
T Desbwman the s0rs of limarm
Faisal ion Turkl, Abdulsh and Saud
s kst nder, Abdul Rabhman b
Fatanl 4l-Sain] — fathar of AbokiaTi
N Aol Rghman &l-Saed, i
fonmchar of the Kirgoksm of S5
Arpdla — firds refugs for bis feemily
im Kissalt

1298

s pordiner of Rivacdh pravinca
Fibure king Sabran B Abdulbaxie
Ad-Soaud, son of King Abdulariz,
intEtns tha Histarizal Cimyah
Dot kaparevn vt oy aim

a look™

The canmnonball “wax vers

carefully removed and we
recorded exactly where it was
foumel” in whar the team called
Area A "It's behind Salwa Palace,
A For The canpembal] 1o have gl
there it mst have heen fired over
ofF thirswzh, guile 4 few' Boildines”

O meen., A ligele over 300 vears

agee Lkt Ball erapbed frooms the
menuth of o connon, fired with
bethal intent by an Orhorman
artileryman, part of the sasi
arimy Bving siepe 1o Al-Tuarail,
and ta Lhee vy jidea of 8 nescen
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THE FOUNDATIONS OF A STATE

20
Saud b Mohammed of the
Al-Mucnn branch of thn Maracks
Bacormas nular of Dy Tha Saixch
Fryal Forrily b
renmed afies
Fam

Work Dogins
N Salea
Fafaca, signalmyg an
mxpars ks of the district of
&t =Turalf

a8

FPartiodhy rebuilt, Divkgal = oncs
agan attacksd and degtroyed

by am Orttaman armmy under
commancar Husayn Bay, whao
mrriteEks o s brolsl campaign ol
EEfTOr,

1202

Aabxlidariz N Abchil Farman
Al-Salst Bathar ks 10 Bhe widlad
veorhd & fon Bl recapburas

Rhyadh with o small body of man
and prociadmis tha Third Saodi

Atata

Sk -Torail
bacormeas
m LINESCD
Workd Hertage Sia

mdependent Arab state.

Ebie 5, 0000 - sap e [enishiors o
INriyah, imumbered six toone,
hield ot For six moaths, They
sl Thard] ||l.|':-|l||'.l"|:|
estimates, foreach of the §, 20
celemders who el 10 of Thrahlm
Pashn's men hreathed their Bast in
Lse b al the walls of Dervale

Blany mave thetr lives in th
Pl BAstsiandd i lenise
IE1S. When the cigy fimally fell,

B e ds were lairiwred andd
pxcciie] on the arcers of [Thrahim

Lt U

Pasiia, whose army Ui lsodl
Ehee meerciless campalgn had sent
L severed hesds or ears of their
victms back 1o Criro to £a8m a
bloody Boanty. (Uthers
W ddriven into
exile or caplivaly
ATy RloT
awaited Abdullah
ihaqy Saandl, thee Jacd
Tuler al the First
Salkls SLate wlo

imam Mohamemed b Saud
miccoads his father as nadaer of
Diriyah and fiourss tha First Saucl
Sate

At the: helght of its
porasar, ther Firet Beuick State rules
riwaal oF thes AralsHan Paninedis
chalenging the suthordy of the
Cftorman srmpina.

1824

irrsdrm Taiks B
Abdullah tn
MMohamymead [bn Said,
g haro in tha dafance
af Chriyah im 1818,
founds tha Sacand
Saudl State in Rivadh

brrmyrr Sleflaly A Beasd

1932 Sept. 23
After @ long bot
uitimiptely succapafid
Carmpaign, King
Abdulaziz formaly
unites his twin reaims
af Mejd and the: Hiaz
o iy Ehea Bk
of Sawdl Aradia

2019
K Sakrem g thee Foundlakion
=tons gt Dirhval Gate, o 850 Blion

project fo orente o gobal heritnge
and cuttural destirsbion canternd
oy bl Festoenes slte off At-Tiawl

AL N EN S

READ THE
FULL PIECE

[=]

Scan this code to fimd
@ lenger, Interactive varsion
of this story online ot

vwrw ArabMNews cam S Thrkyah

CH ks hodted mamny ovenks
guah ns G20 and Formula E

racas i tha UNESC O winrkd
haritage wiba. Gafly bragps

juialapueieh
w = i gy =T
Ish=faf=iwbTl 0
el B BT B =t |
. .i*-*-l"'-"-_l_
b | = g
Rlepugappri i
Pe b gl 7P
Fafsjsiai
[ T Py
b fmps =t
s .-

hacl ek lids peaple ool
i Ao, He was takeT g hailns
o Constantinople, the seat of
CMioman power. Theme, alte]
refiasdne to farsake e religons
CORVIC O RS ar SWeal .||||';':iill1|'|'
10 Lhe Turkish dvnoasiv, he was

e s ed 10 pudsic, s Hiradl
crashed 1o a mortar and his body
SLIUNGE WP a8 & Wartalsng W anyalike
else whio might dare to challengre
e anifBiority of tee O bodmea
Emplre, AS & tnal Inswle, fiks feath
warrant was pinned fo his body
with a dagger thruees Lnda his

i | L

IMrvah was destrovved, and
e elesiroy el
iEnin i 1821
by another
CHROIEAN RITEY
after a baiel
il revival In
was the enad of
Deraval as e
sl ol Smuly
power and the
roval district of
Al-Turail woull
MEVET e GO el AEain

Undetertel, horaever, the
=E s rose yol aganin, this thme
uncler the leadership of [Imam
Turhl P Abdailah Al-Sand wha
finally crowe aut the Cittomans
[or ool in FRES s, wilh Dyl
and St=Turail o muns, chose
the nearhy indac] sarrison (own
al Rivacdh as the capital of the
SecOiEl Saunkl SLar

Ihis, ton, wauled fall when m
|50] the salis were overthrown
oy the rival Ras hidi Avnasty
hat, as every Sl schoolchild
EnowaE, CIsal War TEH idesdimed 16
hie the end of the stary. The tale
af the heraie recapiur of Kivasth
im 412 by Ahdulaziz ibn Ahdul
Eabman il Fasal Al-Sawd, the
son af Abdulrabiman ibn Faisal
Al-Saud, the extied mder of
Bivadh, is eneravesd i the heart
ol &very Samd.

Fittingly., it would be his =an,
Prince Salman ibn Abdislaziz
AlSaued, The Tuture Ring Saleman,
whin daring his S0-year lenure
ax poveronsr of Rival recos-
nized the valie of Af-Turqif as
i heritase aset and insparesd ils
resfarabion and the rehabdliation
al 1the Wil Hanklah

"he decade - lomyr resormisan
of the negfected bidldings seean
in earmest after the lonch of
the Hisloric Dertvah Devvelops-
meeni Program in B80S, ander
anspices of the Royal Commas-
shon Fao Kivadh Ty, ¥ich thse
wirk all buat conyplete, i 2010
Al-Turall wob recoEition asa

SAUD ARABLA 2020

UNESCOD Warld Heritape siie of
“outslandine aniversl value® and
L 200 1the slte was handed over
to the newly foirmed Diriyvah date
Ih=velapment Autharaly

L Mo, 20, 2004, Fing Salman
Laid the [oundation stone at
Ihriyvan Gate, a ¥ he|Hom ey
iocreate a ghohal ernlare and
cilitural cdestinatbsd coentered a4
the histond site of At-Turaif, thi
hirthplace of the Sawdd state

When IMrivah opee s [ully,
visltors from arcand e
rlohse will he ablde 10 immmerse
thegmsedves in the history and
ruliure of a Kingdom that in less
Elaar S0 vears
hias grown from
arl iclea born in
i =rmkall eleser
community
F i B
Lhe larpest
Al s
FIrCs ETS
Raclon in che
Arah warkd

B wild, =aid
Talal Kensara, head strategy
matsEemmenl 2l DDA, * e one
of e mast ansazing cultural
ralherrane places im the world ™

The endire prafect “will b
Feilec] ot over & naanber aof vears
bnat by 20830 the whole site will be
fully activaled”

For & piragect so ¢losely assock
ated] with Sandi Armbia's Vision
FOS0 plan — dalng [4s part, in the
winiks of the Crown Prinee in his
Foreword 1o the vsion documenl,
[0 “strcnpthen the Kingoom ol
sl Arabaa™s position as a rreal
nation in wihich we should all [
A mmense prsde™ — i i= a fiine
Earged date,

Rensira freely admils Lhal
THvah Gate 15 the Mggest
chaflenee he has ever [oed
ancl e 18 e siran et Do meaol
robes i e oreanizations. With
o than 16 vears' expeeriao i
kn strategy and basiness develop
menl, sefore jeininge the Dirivah
Gate Thevelpment Authoriry
B o as vicee-depu iy mindster bos
share] services af the Ministry of
Eranomy and Flannine.

“Yrs, |fis 8 eee challenge” hie
saicl, “bual we are all very excited,
hiausae fs e orely albonkd e
nssrnmeent bat we alse feel
respansible even L only B & very
small way, for shaping the future
of Sauxdi Arabia

“We hawe a great organla
tboi arnd a feam of very tadented
peaple, and we cannnt wait o
e dete [l dhreamm ol Teirivah Gate

COEE freE "
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JERRY Ir"iIEHILL'I'::I

SEQ, DIRIYAH GATE DEVW JPMENT ALUTHQORITY

Born in Brooklyn, but
his heart is in Dirlyah

“This is the mother city, says the CEO giving the Ringdom’s birthplace a $50bn makeover

Fronk Knne |

e Ll b i Crafenn

ey Inzerillo maght juss
b walkiame prosaf of th
BrlRET: “Youl cam 1inkEe th
by owut af Froakdyn, sl
YioHl CANCE Bk Broakivn
ot of thee by,
Everyvthing abowt Inzerillo
acvent, demeanor, sariori
civic, [Esshing grin and (e pan
e livery
it Boroiig just scross the st
Hiver from Manhattam

wereams of bis oririns

He is proind al the place Ui
=154 T s first taste ol i
rfamor and elitz of the slobal
P I busiTy, e A Be Rl e
croes the bnidge (o sample it as a
oy e = Puisbsey' ™ Bl New
York's (rtham Elofel,

He hias 5 lifetimee of ac hsvemee
im Lhe hospdtabily industry, as was
recEly recogmniasd by Hobels
Maramine which awarted him thi
Citle ol “corporate otelier of the
year, 2l

Aller & star-siucded career
Wi Lhe glabal P Eal ity
business, Saudi Armbin seems to
Bave givesn B7-vear old Ingeridlo a
dvnamic new Chapier.

Ag ol ihe | NEyan Ceate
Dievelopment Authority, e is in
¢ hArge
by tmnsform the kistoric site of

of 4 5008 Wb propeci

Hhse Kingaboin's fowskatkon intdaoa
giohal toarism attracibon, on a par
wilh the Partheoon bn Atbens of
the® Canssrilim in Rasne

[ie has taken b that cliallengre
wath IEBect e et ivuslasns. He
angs the project s prakses at every
DI MM I.|||| ¥ in [orims, mlerviews
anel media avenls, mevet wastine
AT oo tunaiy fo e liver s
manira " There's ooly one [inyah

Eit a pecenl ivleryview, Tnzeribhs
parapsulated the essenee of the
Diriyah poogect. <11 s II|.-. rigel e
city, the principal citv, and th
birthplace of the Kingdom m
LI Arablan Pendnsada ang of 1he
House of Al-

Bt IF Darivah 1= a unsguoely Saud
project, combaming heritage and

braddatean with mosdern Hsirsm

Saund” he sl

lasles, [neerillo has miven il a rlabal

thvear Ehinne the Kinae
amibetoms to open wp bo the warld
b e Visdon 2030 strategy,

Hiz OV s onashamesl] Y DOSTRE
pudilan Froim CGrdbaim in
Slannattan he went to fiote e
tramminyr in Lax Veras, then

bkt MNesw York in o of

a series ol maves that ook ra

baien Bbele e ap e Lacldier
of the Us hote] business F
lans |1 Hasascog, Dallas
anc] Minmi came and I
v, and he Foumnd
bimeedl back in MNew
York al a “pivolal
misEnent ™ in hls career
im 1980 when [ was
g by e mevor o
heelp orgamize the visit ol
oo [snd MLamdela, just ol
o prison in South Africa
[nEeriiie: sscaneEs
3 e personal
Friemd of thw Abrican
leacder, ane still
A A JTH L

Famdly pictures

wilh Mamilela

I hils
contacl-rech
e, He
|'.:'||||'|'-

plam the new Soxnch Alrican
presklent’s inawguratiom, and

&u 5 part
of GDA's
T 8y 1k F

Frizarilias airms

morved Cudl timoe o the coumiry Lo
work with keprnidary labe e Sol

b Ehanefam

EMriyah into Ferzer in the extravagsand Sun

i gl Ciw devebopmen

amraction Ever aware of the links between
::L?rml |I|.|:|'. e ot s B Elees & t -.' wiarlcl
and cidturs. o entertaimment and media
TR Rl Inzerilbe llkvaed the Berzner knh

witl stints al IMG Artiss and al
thse Foartses Trave! Gulih
remaxins vice chairmamn, before he
Wil Ao led T Sl Arabla
For the Dhriyah rale.

- WhET™ i

Liveeitllor is sl aawvaie Uhal
Ehee s babioans panapeacy 15 < liresi
iy thee hemart of Crown Prance
Aolemimed ban Salenan, who has
ket it om Erack aned even npped its
Dl A A pomedeiice,
He speaks with srabitisde amil
| pamration of the cronym e
i “Lie's the smartest suy n Ehe
FEEHT
COMArEnS
plamivers wins Bkl out Paris apd
Mlanmattan i i aeekralken
dratepy [oimplemenl Visson 2030,
HoweseT, [iEertdlo 1= ol Blined
b thee challenpes of rrealme &
Ehnal tosir s destinstion ina
country that is hame i the Twio
Holy Mosques, and which prides

ASs CEO of the
Diriyah Gate
Development
Authority, he
is tasked with
transforming the
historic site of the
Kingdom’s
foundation

into a tourism
destination.

Lnzerildo sqid recently,
ham i thie Teaster

el on tradibiona] Bslamic culture
Ty Tetatod
how i the earhy davs of the

AlHE IMs, He s

Dirivah project, redpsnceenis b
intermational sampling woukd ask
e “slrnee” queslions, ssich as
“Am I allooved to £Eay i N SR
boted room as my wife?®

Hi believes this palvety will
praparbe ence tourists stard
ConineE 1 Dirvah. Eady visitors
I|.|'--. hewerrt “astonished al the
Pty of the King
astiomished at the warmith of
L SEwdd people arsd Bow
much fun they hael”
[esnpes siechi as avail-

ATiiEy o aleihol] o

choIm. HEd

|||| g
coles will pale into ensiE-
nktecance, o el ey es
“Mow voiaL can o
Gkl BG P b U=
I'he samee beanuiiiul
restaurnnts youy have
everywhene, yvou hav
In Saacl] paowy, wikih
music, boys, s,
everyihody having a
goil time You have
eyeryihing there,”
e recently todd an
EleTyviewerT,
[hngzh a
forvoresd
(LURE) s
Dirivah is
CITLEN e g
the “ripa
] (e
eiElerway i the
EEnpcloen, and lias
o combened ol rescelmrs
with athers, such as NECM
Elw: Hedl S
Al
Bt Diserillo inssts: = Thaey
I Tl AR CCHM e TR N
They e very intelfigentiy

v lopne sl and

craliedd to complement each
ihoniEhs he dloses: seemn 1o
rerarnd Lirivah as the mmieway
1o e pesl of the Kinpdam's
leisure and cultural attractions

“We're the Arst born, we'ne
the ERvartte =3, The odhir
projescts are greal, we love them,
P theere's sdnly s Dieavak,” lee
<i1y%, in that Brookbyn twang
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The COVID-19 pandemics

main lesson: Value the partnership

No single country, no matter how well-developed or powerful, can successfully defeat the virus on its own

ussian Presicdent Viadimir
IEin's touar of Dirvah, Sl
Arabhias ancsenl capetal and
eradhe of thee Sanclh state, in
Ccfnher 29 has heoome f
siyvmmbal of the strenptbheninge
|'|.IIII'||'|'$|'|||_| el w1y Hussia angl thee |'-'.|I|5_'-:|_I|I'||
The mpiel mpprochement belween the world's
WO HgEpest odl produeces, whbch started aftey
the first hisloric meeting between Bl and
Crown Prigce Mohammsed bin Salman in 20015,
WaK I jor new positive peopolitscal Gctor in
LIt e |:-.|'.'1|_||'I'|||-. wisrind
From the very start, the Hussian Direct
Envestiment Furd and our partner (e Pubdl
Investmient Fund of Saucli Ambia were
L cluimpsisns of this new allianee, w'ldch
|'|I|':-.-:'I'||-:'IE' MRS P TR F I, b Inyees
in sevclors ranpeinge bom ail 1o oarsm. This
partnersbdp led o a rise n ot nvesimsemnts
by the P severeien fumds froem zero 10 more
Clesnt 225 bl it bon Brye years
[t shenialel pvod bae forgotten that the allance
between Kussin anwd Saudi Arnbin palled the
wiirled [mom the brimk of ecomamic collagese
after ol prices dived in the sarly monihs
of the pandemic in spring M120k Il our beo
mations laad e scbed pesponsiiy and swiltly
then, bringing stabikity hack to oil markets,

the economie comsegquences of Lhe pamdemic
il B e Diarcher fo e et e adond o
cope with. Thes was an example of the beader
g reeeded i toaetuled thmes,

Ihe mud-brick walls of Ihrivah, which
[ wisibed of iy ocGasions bedorne s
fEtla e HI]L :-.III_..:'|i__5||'||l.:-:||'.|ll-|'!-;| cllrnt sedfng
for reflectons on which values have stayed

HIRILL OMITRIEY

dncnanged thromgheat umsan hstory, despdie
wars, pandemics and nataml disasters. During
ke B8 doaeths of oer sew shckinge mealiiy

with matfonal ockdowns and restiscied trvel,

humankino has learned an Impartant esson

[he value of inlermational partnerships in
e foce off 4 coqmameon Unrear such as OOV T-15
has groean exponentully. Yo single couniry, no
nelter by well-clesedoped or el can
aipccr=sfully defeat the vins on ks oo, Histor
e b s that human ealth is the matueal
aphere for international parinershdps, regand
e ol idecdopiral and ather differences. Even
A the Felghl of the Cobdd War, Sovset and LIS
srientsts worked tngether (o develop vaccines
against the deadly polio disease and to eradicate
smallpox from the Tace of the Earth.

In the KIIF, we plate parinership at the
core of what we doo Early in the pandemic,

we staried working with our pariners both i e
at hme and intermationally to develop the imwnartrresei Fije

mes] efleciave siralesy (o deal with the new
et Thas pesaig et o thee deve |oparmeeil ol
hirh-speed besting systems, an anti-O0% ED-1
eliug an€l thse world's fhrst vaccie againsl the
coromavires disease, Sputnik ¥, which is now
auithorized in 70 coanbes, honse © more an
o) pereroent o ihe waorkds o kation, Thene
are anly three vaccines in the world with
oy ey aEalnst COVID-EE above 94
pereent, and Spuinik ¥ ois one of them

The Spaitnik ¥ vaccme, developed By the
Cramnadeya Mations] Besearch Ceniler, was
regisiered ab an unprocedenied speed becanse
the poal of providing the vacone o the global
COPMEnY was more impsoriane chan show
risk-averse, carehal propression down a
Biaremerscy -rikchen k.

Ceayirary b praciioes accepied in the glohal
pharmaceubical imbustey, the BITHEF slaared the
Spamilk ¥ vaocine techpobogy with 25 pariners
m 14 comnirees, Local prodecers in Iuda -

(il il the worlds higgess vaceine il
tarer the SFrmam Instbrie — in Argentin,
Chens, Moxico, South Korea, Serbis and ather
coitries have become part of thes cooperation,
prEvicsly umhesaeed of in the ilasry

[he Sputnik ¥ intermational parinership will
Auppy the workld with 700 milllos vaceine
dloses per vear, We are budlding a glohal

metwork of Spudnik V manufaelurers whio will
conrclinate raghae e than compese WikD cach
her, and we will contnoe o share vaccine-
prrosluction fechnaleeEy with them

e KINF was alen the first 1o offer other
varcine procscers tee opportendly §o use e
tirst component of Spuimik V — aka Spoinik
Light — a= a booster in vaccine cockiails as the
ol bactles coerglng variants,

Uhe umipodar *my home is my foriness®
approach is sl eomemon. Atlempis 10
monopsdise markets, build Bareiers o enle
Al dlestroy competition using red tape anxd
Pureawcmacy are shll ubgquiows. Workang
e =i prly Clwe Sputnik V vecclne o yarbouws
regions of the world, onar team Geeed atiac bes
Mo the amipodar workd's paErtisans.

Examyies of procloctive, constrsctive,
anl suslainable parinerships swich & that
bW Russia andd Sagol Arabila, ofF an
infrrmational effort o prsduce the Spuinik
Vowvsic e, should serve g8 models for the
post-pandemic waorld as i strives (o revive
cconrmic growth, The closer the path of
pariner=hip is followed, the soomer we will
i agnin b ahle 10 See Croessls off InEerns
Honal visitors, Irom Bussia and edeewhere, al
Ranidli Arabia’s agnazing hertee sibes such a8
Dirivah, Alt'la and many others

Looking after the environment in ISth-century Najd

mvirommental snstamahality has
B Barchwired] imto the S0
fiare of the Dirivah Gade Develop-
preed Suitbority (DDA Eroam dhe
voTy beginning, makimg it a troe
hlend of lhistone: tradsison, high
ErcRincdogy nidl mackem Invessment Diseody,
The masaan statement of the $60F halliom
prgeEt 15 T create a waodhd-class destination
B visitans amed lecals weithen Sacdi Arabin that is
remerny e for beine resilent oo elimate i Range.
proenoies cultural hentape, ensures hmvinge
vibant and eahlhy commmdises, povickes:a
high gualidy of bfe, and promeotes equaity”
ESr — emvimnomental, social amd sovel
nance factors — have been adopted acposs
the Vigion 2030 angEe of progcis, of which
IHrivah b5 o of Ehee st prorm inens
Bl the sk of accommesiatine mallioms
el Visdiors Wi msader iy oot snd
coaveniente m a setting farhfl to s rooks in

FRHAMEKE KARE

Frare prms (o me

Tesi Hear . i Ka srsdcbae

EHth-ceniury Najd was a challenpe the desipners
o Tiriyals took 1o acomumi Tiom Thee onssed

“Drawing on the hingdom's nich past, the
imsberlan wall relesd e Nagdi amchdlesdore af
HICH VCATS AT, T ".l.'|_l.' A |.|| fro] b AEsk-oephury
Irvings. Wath 11x muod brick walls, localby senareesd
nerials, nceoeye palim groves ardl FETms
poapked with waorld-class qultoral, entertaim-
e nl retall, ospinadiny, educaticnal, alfice amd
resslential areas, this is the pesfect amalgama
thon and A powaerhouse of Sad culbure amd
commmerce, L DGEA todd Amab News.

AFOEE e TR RCS (O rpHsr abed it
desizns are the extensive use of native pland
sprecdes, “dirip irrEation™ teclnguees Do ey
water consumpsion, and the use of recvcled
wasle waler, There is also a state-ol-the-art
WA e 'j:I_.I i nl |:| shOImywarEeEr idrsstiruciune: o
avoid flomelime during exireme weather,

There widl e an abumedance of greenery
in thee project, with parks and open areas sef

amange the emvmonmentally sound boibdamnes
and facilibes, Fiving what the experie call
‘tmproved opldoor thermal comfort” even at
the beighl ol the Rivadh semimner.

“Throiagh the application of the vermacular
architeciurm style scomess the develoomenl,
e comemyunigy widl emebaesly B comiesuaiized
appraach bo both social amed envamomental
sustatmalnlity, resotiating wilth thee antbregsdoe-
Al history of the sie while passively responding
i [l el oomedinkons"™ i TR sadid

The= site amd plans for the develogument
wene ispected and approved m X300 by the
fational Center [or Environmental £ oomorpdi-
ance, the Rinedoan's covimommenlal watcfichse.
“T'he environmental authorty recognized and
praisesd e DDA Tar enrvironmenbal oo
ance and applying hiesd slandards vo all oul
prajecis” the center soud

1 adsdbibon o Lhee appeostinbeent ol an
environmental monitoring consaliant,

environmental mopad assessments have
Fesearph P Tes] om Chve prodsec s &1 om chae
associated Wadi Salfar master plans, and have
Dsmrnh appioved & coaigdvinge with the hihesi
emvirenmenial standards

[se whode projesct has been desapnesd wilth
environmendal standards at the topof thwe
aprnda, while seeking to preserve the best o
Iraditioneal desig

“Throuerh the imsard-lonking desien (around)
eemAral conartyaRITls, the cxtyemmee o binate i
temnperesl by a cooler, shaded and enclosed
interral envinommsend,” the DDA s

‘Char imEtstives surpass envinonmenital
coip B by embeedeling intermatiomal
st practices, inmovatovee techmelogies, and
stistamahidity certbBealion tansets in all our
Prahects, We Al (o cnhanee Our cnvinarn
menital performance and sustainahility
credentials &8 e cormninicy s Padbcbng
lewesls™ it mokdesd.
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IThing
Abalulaziz
had been
capiured or
Killesed im thai
battle, there
waasntbel pnosd
b o Savenali
Arabiain

il Form

il is torilany.

Lamo Adhamawl Srach

It Is easy to overlook the

historical importance
of Masmak Fortress and

the role it plaved in the
unification of the provinces
that became the nation of
Sandi Arabia in 1932, But
three decades earlier, the
recapture of the towering
citadel In Rivadh by the
Mature King Abdolazhz and
63 men was Integral to the
evilution of the Kingdom.

“Ring Abdulaziz almsost dlexd in
this baittle, et he won amd wohen

B waop e started the
unification,” Saleh 5, Binsaif, the
direscior of Al-Masmak Museain,
tixkl Arah Nows,

Lama Aihamaw| e

If the walls of Salws Palace could
speak, what a thrifling take of

secreis, integrity and valor ey
ol tedl,

Exploring Uhe narrow lsallw ay=
ol what was once homse (o the
Kingdom's early lesders, wheo
pavedd the way for modern-day
sanmll Arabia, s ke wandering
thronigh 2 maze of historic
wikides.

The palace is not only a part of
the historse At-Toamil UNESCO
Wiorld Heritage site in Dirivah, 18
1= also a symhol of the endunng

spartl and culture of the peopbe of
santicli Al

Fari al the delenses thal

prrodected the first Saudd siate Trom
a Ed-day attack by the Oitoman

armmny b RS, the pulsoe cointinises
ek stane] tall, Whale the walls were

ARAR NEWS Thursday, Seplembrer 235, 20

Masmak Fortress, the
power to the Al-Sauc

“IT b= Byl B cipiiared or
Eilled in that batile there would be
no Saucli Arabia, or al east Lhemne

wiandldd miod be a Sauedi Arabda in the
form it is ioday. § think st wonld be
dcompee tely different o™

A svmbaol of the anification
ol Sanicli Arabia, Masmak Farlress
was the sile of the historc battle

thiat tarneed the tide of the
strupgle for contred in favor of
L Hoise of Saud and mived
the way for modlern-day
saucli Arabia.

Baklt i 1865 during the
eyl Samdi Stale, the
Fortress Wiis given the name
Mazmak, the Amabic word far a
Ball, stronmy busld e with thick
walls. [t was the main hase for the
defense of Rivadh, houslng the
garrisons that prolected the city

B lfere] by e ol many pats
remaanesl inlact and their resibence
came to be sevn & a reflection of

the spant of the Sandi peaple.
The Arabic ward “=afwa®™ frans-

Bates as “jow and comfort.” Yisitors
el a sense ol why thils = soch an
appropriate mame for the palace
is they are engulfed with a =ense
of peace amd serenity & they walk
through its different sections.
saiiwv s wias the Borme of

Maobammex] ibn Sausd, corssdered
thie foamder of the first Saadi
slate. It was refermed (o as the

ruling pebace because it s where
staie leaders pathered o disrass

Brgsiress, pelities, and soscial
events — essentially the adminis-
trative b of thee lnme.

Bauklt i 1776 by Imnam Abdulaziz
shn Mohammed ihr Sauxd, the
palace permalns thee larges
standing stracture m Driyah 18

TOWER OF POWER

Masmak Fortress: An important
historical symbol of Saudi unification

AR R

and their ammunition stores.
The Hose of Saud’s rale over

thee secomd Sanch state lasted only

Ef years. When i collapsed &
1RA1, and the Al-Rasheed famly

ILeft) Khokha was the logation

winpre Ajlan was being pullod Irto
the window by e men and King

&bcuilazly wna attampting fo pull
Hmuq.{ll.ﬂut]lrh-:-r-.l-.dh-.
Jalowi's spoarhend con be seen stl
embeddad mta e forfress

ale tedy.

il ool thee former naling
family was forcesd b flee indo

exdbe fn Bunwakt.
There they remained until,
h ity the eardy lvours of Jan. 15,
) 1902, Abxlubaeix i Abdul
F Babiman Al-Sawd arrived
im Rivaith accompanied by
B3 maen. He toded 33 aof themn
to wait al the border in case the
pnissiom fathed, then entered the
capital with the rest inan aticmpd
to recaptune the fortress — and
with it the city

HERITAGE

Walking in the footsteps of the Saudi
founding fathers at Salwa Palace

Ralkwn Palace

Iw a symbol of
Ehe andis g

Eplret and
culture of

tha paodbs of
Smukdl Armbin

coyers il area of 1000 sosare
meeters and inclades seven
stctions, imcheding a reception
e, 1 ke, admintsfratve umndes,
a =chnnol, a eosquie and a public
mr Lk s,
Daring the palace™s heyeday,
Euesls were sreeled i the ecep-
thom arca before belng taken
io the majlis or the mukhtasr,

clepretnding oy the pature of the
meesedngE. & very exclosive pat of

the paldace, the mukhtasar i wheme
privabe Issues wene addressed by
the leaders of the Kingdom. Omby
el fam and his councilors wers

permitied fo enter this room fo
i s i s resalive the bmpnrians
mmatters that armess

The private school within the
palace is where the members of
the roval Bmily were tutored in
Islamic suheects, mathematics and
Lhe Qur'zin. When Ihrivah opens

battle location that changed history forever, restoring
| family and paving the way for modern Saudi Arabia

Thedr chamce Caane when the
Hasheedi governor Aflan, who
picipded the foriress at the
tiene, left the safety of s walls to
check on his horses oudside. As
Abfulazsy Bnemcheed Bis sitack,
Ajlan’s guards emerged and
atbempled (o pel Jum Ixek inside.

Dharing the fighting Faharl
el Jakawi tha Tuarki, cowsin

of Abdulaziz, threw a spear at

A jlar, bidl B endssed aned Bsecame
embdded in the gate of the
fostress. The Lip of the spear
remalins there to this day and 18 a
Enmous symhal of the hattle,

&5 T Oghiing contined,
Ahchalazr's men breached thwe gale
arnd the ek maovesd nsiche the
Fortress. Ajlan was killed amd his
meT surrendered

While the battle (tself coulad b

to the pubdic, visitors will be able
1o see Lhe remains af the original

pillars, which are all that remaln of
the school atldinge

However, many' hisiorical
irrasures andd artfacts have

sirvivedd sl alfer insiElis ints
the dadly Hves of Sandis hundreds
of years ago, & well, for example,
where people couled drink amsd
e e ablutioms belobe praver,
is almenst untached,

The palace was built Croa shone,

myikdd =brck aned strawe. Wood
from armarssk irees served as the

foumelations to sapport dosors ansd
wialle The mud bricks were made

Triim & maixure of fued amd =il
that was poured inte a 20cm-by-
bl wasodern franne, pressed andd

then lakd oot in the sun to dry, The
birtchs were layered, one by abe, b
crrate the walls of the palace.

Histonw is efebed i every delail

The recapture
af e lesmak

Fortresda i Rivadh

oy the Future King
Abdulaziz and

he B3 man was

vtegral to tha
avwiuticr of
Sausdl Arshin

o lered bertal and blooafy,
Abdulaziz knew many of the
sodbiers Fuarling the fortress as
they had proviously served his
Tamuily. It was simply their duty o
serve Ajlan afler his Bamily took
cantral, bt once Alsiulaziz
recaplwred e frtess Lhey
imnmediaiely surrendered amd

retomed 1o servng the
Hpaise of Sl

Chne o Abdulaxie™s men e
Climbe=l to the iop of the
Jortreas and aunomeed (o the

peayple of Rivadh that
Abbulariz had retuirnesd and

WS now Emnbr of Rivadis

It marke] that tar of his
inilbeation movement in Lhe
Arabian peninswla which, 30 vears
laler, resulted in the founding of
the Kinpdom of Samds Arabia

o its comstruction, The personal
tauches ol the warkers whis built

the: structures, inclading unigue
viariations in the abipnmenl ol the

miLkd hiric s, LBt YESN OIS
back in time to the days of the
[oretiears of mslern-ly Saimlis.
As sch it is an enwluring represen:
tavtbot of the heart and sowl of the
Eingdom thronegh the ages.

Salwa Palece serves as an
important symbol of the conmtry s
istary, heritaee and cullume,
Walking throwgh Its narpow
pathways in the footsteps of
lraders (roem conturses d B,
visttors cannot heldp bt feel a
sEqise O el pase e, prick ancd
honor, knoowing that this
was where the fates aligned,
anel decisions amd achievements
Were made that paved the WAy
far the e nation the weorkd

knonws lonfay
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Princess Nourah: The woman
who had the brain of 40 men

Tam the brother of Nourah!” — the Princess who gracefully inspired and supported a King

Lojisn Ben Gossam 00

The tale of the herolsm of

the small bandd of brothers
who Ffought alongsbde Ahdu-

laziz ihn Abdnl Kahman, the
founder of Saudi Arabla, in

hi= eple Battle to recaptore
Rivadh in 1202 |s a key part

of the story of the creation
ol the Kingdom.

Bt what should also not he
Toapotien & the rode plaved m

those turbulent times by his
alder siger, Princess Nourah bing
Abclulrahman Al-Sawd.

Cine= year his semor, Princess
Nourah was Ahdulaziz thn Abcal
Nahman's chiklbood playmate amd
was by hils sile durlng the Bamdlys
exsle in Kiyadh after ibe defeat of

theelr Eathers forces by the rval
Hashidi dymasty at the hattle nf

S l-Mlukakla in IS4
When destiny bechoned, wiote
maudi hisloman D, Dalal Mukhldicl

Al-Harbi in lser book “Prominenit
Women from Central Aralna ™

Nourah was %3 Ereal Bispiration
Brebiind Abalubreis's quest Lo reEain

his forefathers” seat of autharity in
Riyaclh.”

The Prirsess “nourished his
will to recapture Rivadh afier
Bk (el Eaided aftempl. When lae
completed his preparations for
his seoond attemp 1o regain the

citv, his mother cried long and
harel arsl tried (0 deEsuacde him,

hiut Nourah encouraged lilm to
complete the mission, which he
clid saccessfulky, This was part
al her supporiive role for her

EKivalf in the 1650s, ihe Tt line Princess Nourah
io be lapd ran between the palaces  ™RS described
af the King anel his sister. M.
The: Princess was a condidante Kerggdom na
upon whom the Ring could always  an stbrastive,
dlepend for a strakehn answer amd Joyful, beautiful

sonini] advice. She was “frank with :“.m

King Abdulaziz, telling him wha S i

was o her mind withow! fear or Arst lady In &

hesltation,” Al-Harkl wrobe, land rued by
In his biography of his Gather kings.

— King Abdulazie hall-brodber,
Prince Mohammied ibm Alxlnl-
rahiman Al-S&uxl — Priooe Bamdar
Thn Mohammed ibn Ablubrahman
Al-Saud wrode that Primoess
Wouarah was “ond ol the bew
wiams s af her time who maestersd
reading and writing”™ making her
“a woanan al the deepes! umiber-

atamling, proper jsdgment”
Possessing the = best of character,”

abwe was “mbared by all membsers
af Al-Saud family ™ and “close in

psaple’s Issarts anmd minds”
Prnce Bandar, who passcd away
i Jamusry 20020 at 88, achiex| that
Noursh became & popuder name,
with parents clenosing it “in recog-
mubtione of ler nodle chasacter, nght
Fudermenl, pood faitle, penerosity,
proper tongac, and hambdeness”
He adeled that thePrineess “had

af amazing sllty for solving the
proflems of those around her,

iy
'y N
Y]

birother while the fambly was In
kurwast®

That rale Bsecame s8] more
mmpartant to her brother after
the recagitarme of Rivadb ans dee
returm of the Al-Saad famaly o
their hearthaind, as Abdulaziz

set ot on the testing rosd thst
wioilld eventuially lead o the

Fouindation of the Bingokien
The bond between thwe

aibdings grew strong as the
futmre Ring took an the
bnurdess of state oo, wrote
Al-Harhi, poing an b highligh#
“Uhe e relatsaisliip
Nowrah had with ber brother,
a relativaship in which the
natural bonds of famkly were
mized with freendship and
all tlsad eivtails: Consiualis-

tion, asking for cpimions
arel piving advieoe.”

As Kingr, “Abhculaziz
woi] wisit her every
day, keen that a day
mlwonle] ol pass witlout
secing her”

When the pelephone
wis Introduced to

In Diriyah, I am enchanted by the majestic site of At-Turaif

n this natiomal ocasion, [

worihd Liker 1o wish all Sadclis

a wery happy natronal day, [

haope that this celebralion will

TePresTlL A Fenewed] TRy

tum with serendty in light of
Else resilierce of all the countres (et have
Fotaight the vimes unitil toclay, after the painful
orieals during the former maonths cassexd by
L heealth crisis. In Sauch Armabia, this momen-

w18 that of the Visson 2000, supported by
the Frapm-Sandi strategec parinership, serv-
L e devedogment of our melationsfips, ouar
PEOTHNTIRCS ARd aur sociehics

Frapnoe is pragmatically standing by saucdi
Arabida in many areas and 18 delighted 1o
coqptribnete, with the commitment af its compsa-
Fuless, B lamgE-temm sirsciuring parmerships in
emeTEing seclors in particular, such as energy,

chigital, space or tourism. Since my armval to
Saimli Arabia as French Ambassador., 1 hive
besen delighted by the many visits [ have made
ancl meedings | hayve beld. all over the coundry,

in Rivadh, feddah, Dammanm, and AN a of
course, the Kingdom's jewel. | am very prond

of 1the proeress made by the parinership
between the Roval Commission of AU and
the French Agency for AlULa. with all the
French compamaes and experts involved in the
fledd of territorial development and hospitality,
training, hentage, culture apd many maore.
Cidire aiwl heritase are the seciors of he
future in Sandi Arabia, perhaps more than
any where else in the workld This s proven by
the Ministry of Cubiture and i85 feams’ various
and increasing cultural miliatives in recentd
virars an ane Bkl and ol the MESK Foundation
and ithras Hed Sea Intermational Film Festival

LUDOVIC POUILLE

LostkTwal Pioials H #=d Fraredh
Ao [o el Srat=n
Twimtar @ladov= Poacila

The wile of a British puditical
agent describsed her as not ondy
“ont al 1he mosl aftnictive and

joetel womsen 1 have cver et .
pme of Ehe maost beantiful, great

atd fapnoas zivls of all tbes™
Bt alse “arse ol (e mosl fmpsor-
tant personakities in the Arabgan
Prminsula®

The Princess, wrote Al-Harbid,
“played an miluential mole in many
aspeects of polbiscal amd soctal [fe"
and perhaps never mare so than
L critecal ealing of a breach i
the Al-Samd Eamily.

Her marmiape m the early 1800
b Sanicl T Alsbulaxziz ihn Seud
thin Faisl ibn Tarkt, fvaom a bramaeh
of the family that had fallen oud
with ber bristhesr, was
the “crtward symabsol
af the process af
reconcilaton beitwesn
A bl bamiz and his
consEis.” Althoaiel the
dispaste comtimeed for
sovrie Arme, by 1942 Hhee
mEitet wis setthed and
sail became ome ol
Abseluibixiz's sEmuie st
sUpparers.”

Al-Harhi addexd: 1
woukd sugeesl that

podTee credit for this
change af heart must
b Eiven te Mowrah, lor
Sad lowed her deardy.
This action shows bir
wisdom, soumndisess of
meind and eagerness io
hesal the pift between
him amed ber broiher®
Right up io her
death in Jiely 53 aped

i

L Ih"l"". i -l".'.l:".';' A

Al-Saud and oibers alike ... using
her clear and enfightened judrmeni
D was Ak e Lo copnect with
athers, Sandis and nom-Samdis”

B bl bl A1-Nialhim, writing
i Arak News in 2002, sadd she was
“the most popular, charssmatic
and influential wownman, nod oIkl 1
the hingdom, buat also in the Cindl
area. Soanee of her slvice bad a big
impacl amn e history of the areac®

scholars considered her “the fiirst
lacly o country maled by kinps"

Al-Mulhilen sakl, whide alder
sauis refermed e ber as “the

worman who has thee brakn of 40
TIHETE.

In sdelrtion v beinge a
“charming lady amd o

wowman of wisdom,” she

Wi also “a tog-class
pditical and strategic
thinker."

Al-Harbi assesmed
% 1he impact the
Primecess had on

A, Princess Mowrak remsdoed o
sanrree ol advice for her hrolher,

W ciied thiree years Biter, Many
sourees recall thad, whenever faced
wilh claadleneeng sitwations 1hal
demanded bofcness and wiscom,
Kaimg Abdulazixz would reach a

decision with the declaration “I am
the hrmodhier of Kourah™

Princess Nouralh™ naome aned
spiiril has lives] oin. In 2006 L e
first university for women was
estahlislwd i Riyvindh. Whide laying
a Towndation stone &t the A HIS
in 200, King Ahdullah ibn
Ahdiclariz Al-Saod renames] whal
hias became the waorld's largest
ili-Temale eduscatbonal institulion
the: Primecess MNourah bimt Abdul-
rahman University — known today
as ampdy PN

“Women carmy a responsi-
bility that s more than a daty, to
mainlain the dability of society
and contritwace 1o building the
ecanomy of the nation, and to
P s Lhei2 Comenunsy ancd thee

\

%

FovreiE Visibors
\. during the
B Kingom's
' early years

nation to the highest standands,
oiilsiche aiwl insidhe the conietry,”
thwe Fimgg =aid at the ceremony,

o the other. Mot 1o mendiom, the dozens of
arelsseokyrical sibes thal are the subijesct of
stidics and development projects, for which
Franoe is proud to be one of Saodi Arzhaz's sl

pariners for over 20 years.
Stuck between the orgins and the fitorne,

DErivals is also umdoubtedly one of the jicons
af this national holiday, During my visit to
the site, I was fascinated by the link betwesn
the historical cradie of the Kingdoan and

the ambitboes urban deve lopomsent projects,
incloding the phjectve of making Rivacdh
afe o e miosd livable citbes in the world. L
Drivah, | was first enchanted by the magestic
sile of Ad-Turaif a UNESCO Wardd Heritape
St sinoe 2000, anmd by the conservation of
the palaces {hat ilhiminate Wadi Hanifah

with theeir gt and offer 3 maghcal site,
cspecially in the evening 1 was also impressed

with the Diriyah Gabe Development Authaor-
ity s dhevelopaenl plan, B Heht of e expls-
patloms grven by fs CED Jermy Inzerillo

Thi prgect is bodh marked by the historcal
character of the site, with the Inflwence of the
Majch style amd founded by the development
ol imnpartant disgric s whsch will conoentrate
a recreational, culivral and artistic affer,
bilghlighted i partscwlar by the organization
of a next bienmaal. These neighborhoodds hayve

alresdy boen marked by rescunding interna:
Homal events, whiether it is the frst edlitions

i+l Forniila E or tlwe Dicgyab Sesason, whscls 1
Ik farward to discavering at its upooming
editicn. Ddraval embodies, witlsout a doadbi,
the rosoits find mmbition of the Kingdom and 1
am delighted thal many French people wall
st b alade to visit the stbe and, even more,
coniribnre to its development,
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Ephram Kossslfy Mew 7ok

Architect May Shaer

maryels at the fact that
Diriyah has endured For 250

vears, Conld this be becanse
for centuries the mins

reaained tocked away in
the marrow Wadi Hanifah

valley and s¢ were sparee
the destructive effects of

human Interference?®

Ferbaps the harsh climalbe trealesd
thas oasis af mud-Ywrick houses anil
ramparis a [tk more kindly than

e hilstorhe heritapge sites i thee
et ? Or are the ancient muod-
brick hutkdine micthods — that
caused [ile or o barm 1o the en-

vironment amd warked i ROrTeEHTY
with the natural mpacities of local
eeokEy — e resileml ehst enoad-
erm archiiectural technoloeies?

“T i ne That eften that oo fnd
i TEIMATeng ¢oxa I'Iili'ii-!' of a compleie
homaorenemas urtkin selilement
that prospercd in a desert environ
megnt, In thai sense, Diriyah is
RiEeTEe ]y rare” said Shaer, Wi
i= the head of (e Arab States Linil
at the UN Educatbonal. Scientific
arml Cultuwral Orsanization™ Wiorld
Herltnge Cevbel

The rams of the old oy, which
consisl alnsesl entirely of acdodse
nr nd-brck, sinsctures, lie on
eriher side of Wali Hlanifah, a
pirrow valbey that runs seuth
brwvard Bovaddh and beyond. ARer
Lheeir chty wias destrossed by the

Past, Present and Future

Dirlyah: An ‘endurin o reminder
of the frontiers of the possible

The addition of the historic site to the UNESCO World Heritage List is a recognition of its universal importance

e

imvading {ioman army in 1514,
thee inhabstands of Taryah maovexd
Ly Hivadh, leavine behind the
remimEands af fhedr hormser capital,

Hrtish authar Kobert Lacey
I kenes] Dirlyah co “a sanel-Bshosrs
Pompedi,” describing i as "an
eriduring remineder ol the oaoers
oof the: possible” 11 s dividedd into
three districis, built atop the lalls
cverbooking the vallev. Ar=Turald,
a LN ESCO World Herntape Sile,
i= 1he higlhest promasntory of Chee
thiree and the lower reaches are
rasly accessabde on fond

The rity layv abandoned for
more than a century before

ayear. Snos 2018 & has hostad

a wade range of everts, from
high-profle sporting contests and
musicol performancesa, bo stats
wisits and sven o virtuad gathaning
Gl warkd aders.

Femrt e
mngd culural
Ch=sti nadicen
£y thatis
expected to
attroct up to
=0 milion vissnirs

In Ll 2418,

e Wil
vyt
s froum Aumesrican
figrl e Aincly RILER o, during
their "Clash on Tha Dune=s” at the
spectRcular 15,000-seaker Difyah
Arenn The verue beat AMockson
Soquane Garden in hew York and the

Mo Stask rm in CardilT Wik

Emilirs hegan (o irickle hack in Dirtyah During i Mo
il prmicd- 1900 gl Dodile] s herslad ks Tt & wt- iy 2020w
mud-brick homes ﬂl—*ﬁh'-l:l stabe vt Seud Arahin
“Despite it being ariginally E"EII'I:;RTTE F' '-II:II;HTLH ';HTE:'
: 1A . i im Oe r wirtual
b '|'!-'illl-ll:|l=-hl2'.-l.'-'l2'1':- che Lt | e I 61, P
material thatl neecls constani ’ . - L
PR, Byt riboli Fhssiarn =it
Ak eganee ared probec to, the af Caxith Brasidant a group
whiole |.'n5-.-e-||'|l:-ll' has retaime] more Arabia's owr Viackmie Putin of
o less it original urban form, its jorurney bosd sustanabny 1as sl King Salran and was Zhwen E1e Badans of G230 meambsar stales
siructiiral integrily,” saiwd Shaer. snoe become one of Driya'sa most o @eded tour of the histano was projscted anto Sabwa Palace in
Tir carm a place on the Waorkd popUlsr annial events. In 2020, AT-Turaif digtrict of Dityah by At- Tzl
Heritage List, she explaimsed, sites the racing was domirated by the E'_H""Ji':"":"""'“ Prince Mohamrmad
kst R lude ol rernains Meroedies-EQ Formula E Team, Eyi Sl
s lllnstrate their history and WRAR NS

Many parte of Salen Palsce remaln etact, showepaing the tradifional Najdi architecturnl techniquess dating back more than 300 yearm, Cotts Imagens

WELCOMING THE WORLD

“pvsicaliy b atde 1o explakn
their imporiance”

“With most of DMrivah's compue
nernts shll an plice, voia can reasd
thie pdan” shee sald. “You can
understand bow people lved

here: [ra they ideracied with,
and huilt for, their envirommsent .
THrisal tells thwe whiolhe story "™

The addition of a site 1o the
Workd Hertlape List is rescogemi-
Elom of its owtstamding aniversal
mmportance and valoe to the
W I, S w et exactly doses
A -Tiwrail afer homaaeilty al lampEe?
What can the rest of the waorkd
Learn from its story?

“First. the cltadel of At-Turaif
represents a diversified and
Fertifed wrixan cosemble,
coffprising many palaces within
an dasis,” explains Shaer. "I isan
ottstanding examgle of the Najdi
architectural and decomtive style,
wikich only deeve lopsed by G et
of the Arabian Peninsila,

“Alomg with lis remarkahle
simae of regsnetrical decora-
Bl Ar-Turadl bears witness (o4
bailclmg method that adapied to

WS ey iron end, using sdabe i
majw palatial complexes”

16 is the story. then, of a peeale
constantly af odds with hostile
[orees ol nature, who made wse
of one of the few readily avadlable
resaurees, mud, inan oresinal
are] Insevative way 1o coge with
the extreme desert Clinate amd
ereate comfortable living condd-
s This ineenicnes radition
of huallding with mud bricks
at=n vitlized odher ncal natural
Pesciarees thal were easy (o find,
including limestone for founda
s, ancl woosl Froas gslm trees.
The Nagdl architects also msde
use of clay-mud rendenng, sfone
alurmns and wooden Hitels

painded with grometric molifs
The sradiiional characieTistes ol

Ml towwns incluce a dense whhan
fabirke, marrow stroets, and baild
ines that feature an inner court-
vard and thick walss to naturaliy
regidate temperature,

“This whale, camplete sriic-
ture: of DEnyah refects Hfe ina
tdeser] enviranmenl, one Lisal has
ATEEEC] 10 O%1E0 eCanse off Uhe
natural aspect of the bamd, whach
el peieopHe Qo settle bn the
arva,” said Shaver.

Mow, more Than o decade afrer
Ab-Turmil was inscribssl asa
UNESCO Wiorkd Heritage Sice, this
hirt hplace of what became, almos
P conlarkes lter, the Rinpgdons
of Rmeh Arabia, &= an increasingly
pomilar magor bourist attraction.

Yisitors can stroll among the
remaims of the old mud-brick
bt bhgs, Bamiles can picni
unler date palms as children play
an the paths thai smake beiwern

midern commvenienoes such as
restasranis and coffee shops

The admmmably ambitimes goal
of the DiFlvah Gate Devebopment
Authority is io transform this
histore altmetion inbo “one of 1the
world's lifestyle destinations for
udtire anxd bentage, hospitality,
retall and eencatiodn.”

“It is gond o see Diriyah open up
for toaarests " salkl Shaet. “Visitors
Come sere b learn and undersiand
NAEE 0Ty, £HI1 [ast, Culture can ring
peaple together. Diriyah remimeds
1A af afl the thlngs we somes
have m common.”

BFul in a asasrle] where many
sttes of historical imporiance are
expostd o polential hazards,
whother accldental, deliberate
o &% 1 resull of nataral disasters,
louirists fave g crucial mole 1o
play i ensuning that Dariyah
siryvives and thrives for future
EeEnerions Lo admire and engny,
Shaer sadc, “In the end. these
siles are frazile” she addexd.
“Thiriyah 18 raglbe and we seed (o
take care ol it — all of us™

Dirivahis a beacon of the Saudi transformaltion

FUMIO W]

£ D

n behalf of the Japanese citi-
Fems, [ wonnhd bowe (o exiend
my sincere congratulations
o Sauds Arabia's 9= Natiomal
ay o the Costodian of the
v Holvy Masopues BEinge
salman, CrowT I'miee Mohamneed bin Salman
and the Sandi people.
LT Assumbng the ambassador<hip
1o the Kingdom in February 20680, 1 have
been moved by Saudis coonomie drive and
cultural refinement. [ did not anbicipate whal
waoilhd happen in such a guick manner whes
1 served as depoty chief of the mission in
RKivath. Transformation of the Sauwdi peophes
hehavior is alsp worth mentioning., [ am
coibidenl that the Saudi people have become
mone active b thedr civie Hives and CHREFEse
m hnxsiness, while working towamrd the

nkEfiesl o ard cidltural sspilratons
nf the Middle East,

| have witnessetd Lhe RKingdom's multifac-
Cled tranasformastion through @seserainens
efforts embodied by Sanudi Vision 2050, The
Eingbom's wissompromising eforts will
eslre thint Sauds Arabin aehicves a diversg:
[l s sustaimahle econoamy, refimes itself as

a cubtural lkehthouse of the Arab and Islamdc
world, amd becomes a relinhle and stabde arrchi-
et B gt reEion’s peace il stabiliny.

Japan stands by Yision 202350 witlvat hesita-
thon for thee Kimgdoon o become an eoomsom i
amd cultural powerhouse of the region.

Since Japan and Ssudl Arabla have lumched
lapan-Saudi Viseon 2000, both gevermments

e commitec 1o implementing varous
future-onenicd projects, which include some
infrastructare progects. Inaddilion, Japan, as a
tolien of the heart-to-heart fendship. remadns
suppartive of the Emgdom's cultural enlance-
Nt G Ehe gholal stegEe, For esamiple, the
mie “Jonurmey” depicts the ancient history of

FoJdra P I

i o s el el

the Arabs using apaness anome-style anima-

e &nel s an excellent emybodiment of the
Mooming JapaneseSawdi culinral ties,

O L Bialy saibonal &ay, 1 woald like (o
copgratulate again Saudi Arabia’s incrediblo
e[forts [or bostinge the G303 sumenmil last yvear

anad beeooimimng 1he Bt Arab coumiry ta do so
despite the hemulbeows COVHT-18 pandemic,
Ak A JapEiese ambsssschor wisie Bas wilnessaed
the Kingdom combating this unprecedented
struggle of nmankmd, [ fee] contidendt thad
Sawds’s comprebensive and digetally driven
stratepy (o overcame the pasdemde will cosate
a posifive ripple efect for international health
eonapEeralion. I will s adster e pubdi
health sysiem of the coundry to deal with
[ty infectiois disenses,

The Riyodh G20 sapmmit was held in execp:
tsnal cimmamsiances last year while the histor

beal moermeody of Drtvah rodiphe Sauch Arabss a
sibver Iming 1o represent the cultumal aspiratian

of the country. The Kmgrlom mamiains a
Frowing miimber ol natienal bertiaees endakling
architectumal styles in ancient times, while
preserving e environmenl and peaslosical
Features of Saudis sabe-of-the-art technology
My visit 1o Iriyah was an mspiring culteral
expersence, [encountered the msemaorses of the
phorenes days of the frst Sods dynasty, such as

Berttape-rich sites and he dsorices balklings,
traditional crafis and calligraphy. Dirah ks a
cultural destimation that tells the Ringdom's
history and also anms (o become a glohal

lifestyle hab thirough bospltality, retail aned
education. | hope that the refinement of Lhryah,

a5 a beaeon of Saudi iranslormation, will lead
the anprecedented joumey of the Kingdom,

Japan always stands with the Sawdi people ancd
spares o e lort So s ppenrt Yisien 2030

[ wish the gpvemment and the peaple al
sl Arabia sueoess and prosperiy For tosday
ardd For years o come. Happy Mational Day,



Diriyah

I am impressed by the new rhythm
created by Saudi Vision 20350

CHEN WEIQJING

his vear is the third time [ '
A pEning my Saudi friendds
to celebrate their Matiomal
Iy, The national days for
satmdi Arabia and China are
oy & week apart, wini Iy
doubies my jov Fvery vear
To undberstand a comiry, opse st uncet
stamnd 1ts history and calture. 1 have paid
meainy visats [o Darvah, and participated in
the opening ceremony of Dirivah Gate, where
| wras aftracied by the lome-lastine hislory
and spdemaiicl Civiizaton of Sancl Arahia, amd
wilnessed the brand new chanpes that toak:
Pl 1 thils ancient Bl with Saudds friends.
ln e dipinen, Diriyah represents worlad
culdtuoral hentage, the ongin of the Kingdom
ol Samdi Arabia and the cormerstons of Lhe
BriEhd fuiure al this counirn
This year marks the fifth anniversary of
=il Aralsias Visbon 2060, In the past v
vears, Sauci Arabia has been mamching
Torwared Lo a braghder Motwre, and embracing
Ene wenr o willy an apen b
After 1 arrived in Sauds Arabaa as the oew
Cleinese anphassachar, | vesated 2eveval emeat
development projects, such as MECM and the
W-Somdah project. 1 also parficipated in the
220 seriex ol events which were ekl bere in
Satidhl Arabin, as well as the Future
Investmient Initative Forum and CGlobal Al
SmEmiL AL thee samee tme, | have persoi-
ally experienced the excellent job Saml
Arabiia has dose b respoiise o the COVID-I0
=_'|.|I||||'I'||||'_ HE |:|'|'.I| VI Il|||' 1Y IR ETRE
e rmatsonal cooperalion aEainst Lhe
panchrmie sl enlsancing the green amxl
susliimable development of the Kinpdom amd
the repion. 1 have been enpaeed with thiis
neEw chythim crested by Vision 20650,
Sinee thie esiabdishiment ol |'|I|'- el ERET
relatsons between China angd Sasxcli Arabda,

the friencly angd cospeTative relabions | ----. sy |

-

. LR
dyiiod| ojlduall

Logmsill Aal aalaall)
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| of the twqa counlries have developed

comprEhemsdvely and rapioiy, with iregueent
hich-level exchanges and the contmuooes
deepening of cooperation in various fiekds,
China and Saudi Arabia are ©lose grirbsers in
Ehe Jolnd constrnsction of the Bei amnil Raad,
and we also reached a Broad consenses on
the coseepl of bdbding & community with a
shared future for mankind

For 20 conseculive years, Saudi

brahia has een Ching's largesl iradine

pariner in West Asia ancd Africa. For seven
roEect e vears, Clina has e Saadl
Arabia's larpess tracime coendry, In 20,
il Arabda was Ching's large st cruds
il supplier.

The weorld will be more hermoenious
and prosperoas onlby when didferend
COWNITEE, TRV A CIviliEa oS (e |
each other, and engare o exchanee and
i learnlng. Chins and Saucly

yrahia are models of practicing

civilizatsonal exchanpe amd dialoes
Thanks 1o the persomnal effors ol Crown
Prince Maobhammeed han Salman, Chimese
Lanipslage eclacat o in Sauddk Aratds has
developed mpidly and made obyoas
ACEI YIS

An Arabie proverh sivs [o claoose g
compaibon Eebore the roacdd, Cluinn 15w iling
to continue (o move forward sikle by sicdi
Wik Saniclh Arahds s ber g pood partiser (o
maintain world peace, strengthen dialogee
and coaperalion, 2l promole comimo
oeve lnpamacne

Herehy, [ would like (o extend my heart-
Felt congratulations 1o Ring Salman, Crown
Prince Mohammed bin Salman, and the
v Fiiinend and peogde of Ssudl Arab€ba. 1
wish the people of Saundi Aralsia prosp=erity
ano progress, ||.|'i|'.|II||':-.I- and healch, and
wizh the relations of our two coantrics

| greater developnsent

jo_l_ a#

@China Emh KSA

Creneip Ambassadnr Chon Walging at Diripak oo =
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SAUDI ARABLA 2020
RIYADH SUMMIT

s,m.mm;mﬂm 'Y | % g 3 Past, Present and Future

S issue in partnership To mark Saudi Arabia’s 91st National Day, we shed light on how
1 fio with the Diriyah Gate

Development Authority. the birthplace of the hingdom is continuing to make history.
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Diriyah

rmam Mohoemymead ibn Irnawt Moharrrmed cies and is
Saiil pucoesds nis father &s sccaedsd by his son, Enam
ruler of Dirfyah and founds the Abdulaaziz b Mohammed ibn Saud.
Firgt Saudi State,

l I l ". - g ' A -
Manaa' Al-Muralde, leader of &ir bl
the Morads clan of the Al-Duru

tritd: of Bars Hanifah, bads hia _— e R .
peapie indland from o town near Qatif  SESCDmMET R Tty i

The Swecard Soud State is topghod by
thes rival Rashidi dynasty after defaat
at the Battis of Al-Mulsyda, 1ts last
ruler, Abdul Rabman ion Faisal Al-

mtha;:ﬁm tr;hr.e?:ﬂ;.ntm af, | F mmmﬁ:fmum.h
Ay w . s 1 : m-,m.,.,u Han : M """'T.:-j ..- . ftl.rﬂihf-ﬂ]-lﬂh'ﬂ:lm
I'his National Day, Arab News partners et A of St - tabes g

with Dirivah Gate, the SRI90 billion ($50.6
billion) cultural giga-development on the 1720

= 1766 1902

outskirts of Rivadh to showcase the history e Ry e e
of Saudi Arabia’s birthplace and help pave Royal Py s e ata i o e i of S A G Pk s bang et S U

Iy Ak il iln Sald B Dakian
1o istanbud and reecuted.

the way to the hingdom’s future.

1932 |\

F

2020

i
;
®

Moy, 21: As Saud Araba hosts Oot. 1=15: During a teo-dary Ak -Turaif, the certures-old oty of Sapl 23 After a long but ultimataky
the wirtusd G20 Sumimit in Riyack, e atate uisi to Ryadl Russan rriic-biric hors, mascjus and succanafid campaign of uniication,
& group photograph of the leaders Precident Yiadml Putn meets palaces buitin the classia Najdi King Abdulaziz formally unites his

of G20 member states & Wirgs Salmuan and i ghoen o guided architectural style, |s recopnized by P realrs of Majd and the Hijaz to
projected orto the walls of bour of the historic Ab-Tursi? UMESCO as a Werld Heritage Site farrm the Kingdom of Saud Arabia
Sahwa Palace in AL-Tursf, i district of Diriyah by Crown Prince : '

i Maobammed bin Salman

2018 2017 ,

SaLkdi Arabia hosts the inaugurs fk-Turaif is handed aover Lo
!|:I1r'1_|r|:|h-|:F'r|r.-|:|.F'|:-rrr.-|.|'l:| E the rerwly forrmed Diviyah Giate
champiorship frace, It is orw oF the Development Autharity, The
first irtemational events staged hitaton: s will be the jewel
at Diryah. The moe, symbolia of in the crown of Dinyoh Gate, a
Al Arabia's purrey Toward Fsgotropect et will trameform
sustalnabilty, s are of Dirtyah's Dirymh irto a historicad and cuttural
reicest ol annigl esera destretion for the world.

As work on the first parts of s, B Britmsh bamer Arthory
Ehsa Diryah Gate project nears Joshun succaasfllly reclalns
completion, the Diryoh Gate ks world heawpaegght tiles from
Devmloprmant Authoerity annaunices Ammrican Andy RuiE J&. during
that the higtoric I'.'-I'I.'!.I|:|III At-Turndf & the "Clash o Thes Chiress" af thas
1o respen 1o the pubiic, 15000-aeatar Dirssadn Arand, wikch o the haboric aite oF At-Tunail,
beat blds from major stadia armund birthplace of tha Sawdl state.

the warid ta host the fght

2050

: : B
Diriyah Gate Bujairi Period
The plarned completion date for d AT . -
sl ool S lerrace village
Diriyah Gate site, one of the The first part of Dirlyah Gate to At the Period Willage visitors wil
megsproects clossaly fnked to ba opened to the publo, Bugiri b alble o sxperience what life
Sanich Arabita’s Vislon 2030 plan to Tesrice if an ek chramgy wiis Bhis ity Diwiyvads 300 pesrs
transform the economy and open chasstinaatian, with 20 foond snd ago, with the opportunity to
up the Kingdom to the warkd, DEverngs outlets provading learn traditional skxlls, incuding
ervarything from pit-stop ooffess to shosmaking, Badouin
i heigiirely frus-dinng experiences bart-buildng and date baresting.
-y B .
U a -.:. 2 i FE . "’ F
L "y At-Turaifl hing Salman Diriyah Art District
- .‘ 1 | & _‘ a i
e . At the heart of the project s the At- d ' The Art District will be a vibrant
i & ¥ ras 'l - = &
o ‘ Turaif UNESCO Wirld Heritage site, h'l“ st hl{I A home to crestive retal outiets,
» » "'". the brthplooe of the Kingdom, bt King Balman Squars, in tha northam In addition to offioe spaces studos, workshops and boutiqus
B 8 : " " n the barks of the Wack Hanifah district, will be the largest of frve craated for erbrepranesurs ansd affices catering Tor yourg Saud
. il = 300 years ago. Key sactions of ioonio public gathering spaces. Inrovators end i ulra-luoey brainds ard businesses, and six
g R ¢ EmNy Diisiyakh Gate are boing bult, sef Tor Theas irchicks Haroes Mamarial hatels ard resorts, oll desigred in culural ncadernies teaching
L ﬁ#‘ iy gormpletion by 2030, The bulidings Plazn, by the Dimyan Square Festyle trawditional Majd shylie, the Diryah gLl ects including creatiee weiting
will scho Nagdi architectural style reda distriot, which will bridge sast Squars distriot will also be a theatra, music, traditional cuisine
withi Tl bicrdal Mg bricks ared wanid Diriysaly, sty rivtad cmatination arrd Magd archtecting

o - o oy L
hingSalman Escarpment Samhan Samhan
Grand Walk Heritage Amphitheater
The three-kilometer Escarprment Located halfwoy along the
B -
‘I"HIII".' Walk_ comphets with viewing ll“"" I Esarprresnd Wwth, the Savmbheen
Kirg Salman Grand Mosgus, the platforms, shaded seating The Il-room Samban Henfoge Amphitheatsr will be the largest
third lafgest in the regaon. wil hduse aread and higtens Bifsrmation Hatel, craated in trackticenl Majd Cfri-aif perforiancs 8 e i the
Cover i. .I _ _ : an Islamic ibrary and an lslamic points, foliores the course of the architecturad shyle, echoes Saudi Dirtyah Bouore district, featunng the
Nustratian ' - history swdhibition. A mosque sguans ‘Wadi Hanifah past the drabia's unique historio oulture. finast oulinary offenngs and hosting
for Arab Nows: ] ! b ' will rrcvichs A apdce Tor pragers At-Turall Wiord Heritagn Site (i) =it B el TOrrra e
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